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Muslim scholars were influenced by Greek, Roman and Indian culture. Many ideas were adopted from these people and formed the basis of Muslim scholarship that reached its height during the post-classical era. Muslim achievements have had a lasting impact on the world. The documents you will view are related to these Muslim achievements. Examine each document and answer the accompanying questions.  Keep in mind the larger question- 

What were the most important contributions Islam made to civilization?
Document 1

This excerpt from the textbook World History: Patterns of Interaction (Beck, Black, Naylor, Shabaka. Evanston, IL: McDougal Littell, 1999), explains why Muslims both preserved existing knowledge and extended it.

1. What were the reasons for Muslim interest in learning?

Document 2

The Islamic capital of Cordova was described by a contemporary as the "jewel of the world." The Islamic school and universities were preferred by European scholars such as Abelard and Roger Bacon. Philip Hitti describes Cordova in Capital Cities of Arab Islam (University of Minnesota Press, 1973).

2. What conditions in Cordova does this author cite as evidence of the high level of Islamic civilization and scholarship?

Document 3

Al-Khwarizmi, a Muslim mathematician, studied Indian sources and wrote a textbook in the 800's about al-jabr (the Arabic word for algebra), which was later translated into Latin and used throughout Europe. Muslim mathematicians also adopted Arabic numerals from the Indians and used them in a place-value system.
3. What is the importance of these mathematical advances?

4. How did these developments impact Western Civilization?

Document 4

Physician al-Razi wrote a medical reference encyclopedia, the Comprehensive Book and Treatise on Smallpox and Measles. Ibn Sina (Avicenna) wrote the five-volume The Canon of Medicine. These books were translated into Latin and other languages and influenced doctors in Europe. The excerpt below, taken from an Islamic medical book, and the explanation from the textbook World History: Patterns of Interaction, show the level of medical expertise of Islamic doctors. 

5. What does this document tell you about Muslim medical knowledge?

6. How did this knowledge impact Western Civilization?

Document 5

Using scientific observation and their understanding of mathematics and optics, Muslim scholars made advancements in trigonometry and astronomy as well as mapmaking. They used the astrolabe and the armillary sphere to study the skies and make calculations for their calendars and maps.

7. How did each of these instruments impact Muslim and Western Civilization?

Document 6

Muslim artists used calligraphy and arabesque patterns to decorate buildings and objects of art as well as to reflect the glory of Allah.  Calligraphy was used as religious art because creating likenesses of humans was forbidden by Islamic teachings.

8. Why was calligraphy used in religious art?

Document 7

Muslim architects blended features from various sources, including the Byzantine Empire, as well as added new features.  The photo of the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem is an example of Muslim architecture and the interior photo of the Mosque of Cordoba shows the geometric arabesques patterns characteristic in Islamic architecture. 

9. What are the distinctive architectural features of these buildings?

10. What impact did these architectural designs have on buildings throughout the world?

Document 8
The standard for Arabic literature and poetry is the Quran, which influenced Sufi poets. Rumi is one of the great spiritual masters and poetical geniuses of mankind and was the founder of the Mawlawi Sufi order, a leading mystical brotherhood of Islam. If there is any general idea underlying Rumi's poetry, it is the absolute love of God. Rumi had a profound  influence on thought, literature and all forms of aesthetic expression in the world of Islam.

11. Why is the Qur’an the model for poetry?

12. How did the Qur’an influence literature and poetry?
Document 9

Between 750 and 1350, the Muslim merchants built a trade network throughout their empire, as this excerpt from The Gates of India by Sir T. H. Holdich (London: MacMillian, 1910) explains. 

13. How were the Muslims able to establish a trading empire?
14. Where did the Muslims establish their trading empire?
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