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 	Asoka became king of the Mauryan Empire in 269 B.C. Under Asoka’s rule the Mauryan Empire would reach its height. At first, he followed in his grandfather Chandragupta’s footsteps, waging war to expand his empire. During a bloody war against the neighboring state of Kalinga, 100,000 soldiers were slain, and even more civilians perished.
	Although victorious, Asoka felt sorrow over the slaughter at Kalinga. As a result, he studied Buddhism and decided to rule by the Buddha’s teaching of “peace to all beings.” Throughout the empire, Asoka erected huge stone pillars inscribed with his new policies. Some edicts guaranteed that Asoka would treat his subjects fairly and humanely. Others preached nonviolence. Still others urged religious [image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRMZLX1U1X8jBtRrSPcA7UrYHWhskTZDgJ7v9ZC5fCnJWv6faNV:2.bp.blogspot.com/-vbWwsJtCC2A/TVqi_HOVVMI/AAAAAAAAAAk/nVyPg2Jtlr8/s320/image13.png]toleration—acceptance of people who held different religious beliefs. Through his practices, Asoka was instrumental in spreading the faith of Buddhism to millions of others across Central Asia.
	Asoka had extensive roads built so that he could visit the far corners of India. He also improved conditions along these roads to make travel easier for traders, Buddhist pilgrims, and his officials and to improve communication in the vast empire. For example, every nine miles he had wells dug and rest houses built. This allowed travelers to stop and refresh themselves. Such actions demonstrated Asoka’s concern for his subjects’ well-being. Noble as his policies of toleration and nonviolence were, they failed to hold the empire together after Asoka died in 232 B.C. The Mauryan Empire ended about 100 years later.
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