
Industrialization Document Packet
Document #1: Excerpt from a letter by Lowell Mill girl, Mary Paul, to her father






  (World History: Patterns of Interaction, 2009, p. 741)
Background: Mary Paul worked in a textile factory in Lowell, Massachusetts. In an 1846 letter to her father in New Hampshire, the 16-year-old expressed her satisfaction with her situation at Lowell.
I am at work in a spinning room tending four sides of warp which is one girl’s work. The overseer tells me that he never had a girl get along better than I do … I have a very good boarding place, have enough to eat … The girls are all kind and obliging … I think that the factory is the best place for me and if any girl wants employment, I advise them to come to Lowell.
Document #2:  A poem from the period.
My Boy
I have a little boy at home,

A pretty little son;

I think sometimes the world is mine

In him my only one …

[Before] dawn my labor drives me forth

Tis night when I am free;

A stranger am I to my child;

And he one to me.

Document #3:  Early Industrial Plant 
Background: As the Industrial Revolution spread, plants such as this textile factory appeared. Soon the production of exports outpaced import of goods, and by the late 1800s America emerged as the world’s largest industrial power. This success did not come without a price however, industrial growth brought with it a host of environmental pollution problems. 
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Document #4:  
Background: The Model T, also known as the “Tin Lizzie,” changed the way Americans live, work and travel. Henry Ford’s revolutionary advancements in assembly-line automobile manufacturing made the Model T the first car to be affordable for a majority of Americans. For the first time car ownership became a reality for average American workers, not just the wealthy. More than 15 million Model Ts were built in Detroit and Highland Park, Michigan, and the automobile was also assembled at a Ford plant in Manchester, England, and at plants in continental Europe. The Model T was an automobile built by the Ford Motor Company from 1908 until 1927. Conceived by Henry Ford as practical, affordable transportation for the common man, it quickly became prized for its low cost, durability, versatility, and ease of maintenance. Assembly-line production allowed the price of the touring car version to be lowered from $850 in 1908 to less than $300 in 1925.
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Document #5:  Quote from The American Nation regarding the impact of Railroads.
Background: During the 1800s the amount of railroad track increased dramatically in Britain, the Continental Europe, and the United States.  This increase is a result of the Industrial Revolution.
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Document #6:  Picture of an Urban Tenement.  
Source: Encarta Online Encyclopedia
http://www.encarta.msn.com/find/MediaMax.asp?pg=3&ti=1741500823&idx=461573903
Background: As countries industrialized, they also urbanized.  This was a result of people moving to cities in large numbers in order to gain factory jobs.
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Document #7:  Testimony on Child Labor in Britain.  From William Cooper in Report of Parliamentary Committee on the Bill to Regulate the Labour of Children in Mills and Factories (1832).
Background: During the 1800s there were few laws in Britain regulating the employment of children.  The following is an excerpt from William Cooper’s testimony before the Sadler Committee in 1832.

Document #8: This excerpt is from The Working Man’s Companion subtitled The Results of Machinery, Namely Cheap Production and Increased Employment.  It was published in 1831.
You are surrounded, as we have constantly shown you throughout this book, with an infinite number of comforts and conveniences which had no existence two or three centuries ago and those comforts are not used only by a few, but are within the reach of almost all men.  Every day is adding something to your comforts.  Our houses are better built, your clothes are cheaper, you have an infinite number of domestic utensils.  You can travel cheaply from place to place, and not only travel at less expense, but travel ten times quicker than two hundred years ago.
Document #9: Child Labor photograph by Lewis W. Hine, circa 1908.
Background: Between 1908 - 1912 Lewis Hine worked as the photographer for the National Child Labor Committee (NCLC).  During this time he documented child labor in American industry in an effort to support the NCLC’s efforts to end the practice.
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SADLER: What is your age?


COOPER:  I am eight and twenty.


S: When did you first begin to work in mills?


C: When I was ten years of age.	


S: What were your usual hours of working?


C: We begin at 5 in the morning and stopped at 9 at night.


S: What time did you have for meals?


C: We had just one period of forty minutes in the sixteen hours. That was at noon.


S: What means were taken to keep you awake and attentive?


C: At times we were frequently strapped.


S: When your hours were so long, did you have any time to attend a day school?


C: We had no time to go to day school.


S: Can you read and write?


C: I can read, but cannot write.











