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[image: ]DOCUMENT A Hidden Children
This photograph shows Jewish children who were successfully hidden in a Catholic orphanage in Poland during World War II posing just after the war ended.




DOCUMENT B
[image: ] Spectators watch as a Polish woman is led through the town square by two Jewish men (note their armbands). The sign around her neck states “for selling merchandise to Jews” in Polish. She is supposedly being taken to an execution site. In Poland, the consequence for a non-Jew helping a Jew in any way was imprisonment or death. This photo is from after 1940.

-Zydowski Instyut Historyczny Naukowo-Badawczy, courtesy of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Photo Archives
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Conclusion
1. Do you think people who hid or otherwise helped Jews during the war are heroes? Explain in at least 3 sentences.
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“I did nothing special and I don’t consider myself a hero, I simply acted on my human
obligation toward the persecuted and the suffering. I want to emphasize that it was not I
who saved them. They alone saved themselves. I simply gave them a helping hand. To
sum up, I should like to reiterate that I did no more than help forty-nine Jews to survive
the Holocaust. That’s all.” With the suppression of the Polish uprising in the fall of 1944,
Wladyslav Kowalski converted the basement of a razed building into a large bunker
where he hid together with 49 Jews.
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“None of us thought we were heroes. We were just people trying to do our best.” During
the occupation of France, Magda Trocme and her husband, Pastor Andre Trocme, helped
5,000 Jews hide in and around the village of Le Chambon, France.
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“We were all taught the second great commandment: ‘You shall love your neighbor as
yourself. So I knew what I had to do... It was no big thing.” Tadeusz Soroka helped 9
Jews escape the Polish ghetto of Grodno and disguised as railroad workers make their
way to Vilna.




