Printing Press DBQ

“What was the most important consequence of the Printing Press?”
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20. Thus those indulgence preachers are in error who say that a man is

absolved from every penalty and saved by papal indulgences.

27. They preach only human doctrines who say that as soon as the money
clinks into the money chest, the soul flies out of purgatory.

‘Those who believe that they can be certain of their salvation because

they have indulgence letters will be eternally damned, together with
their teachers.

45. Christians are to be taught that he who sees a needy man and passes
him by, yet gives his money for indulgences, does not buy papal
indulgences but God's wrath.

Note: Martin Luther allsgedy posted his 95 Theses on the door of the Castle Church in

Wittenberg, Germany, on October 31, 1517. His goal was {0 sir debate among
theologians primary around the issuo of indulgances-payments t the Roman
Cathoic Church in retur for oficial pardons for one's sins and grants.of saivation
in the afterfe. Because of the printing press, the 95 Thoses were known throughout
Gormany in 2 forinight and hroughout Europe in a month.
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As Rome prepared the heavy artillery, Luther fired off more salvos,
with the help of the press. His sermons, tracts and polemics, all in German
streamed from presses by the hundreds of thousands.... According to

one estimate, a third of all books printed in Germany between 1518 and
1525 were by him. Pause to consider that figure. OF course, printing was in
its infancy, but Germany at the time was turning out about a million books
a year, of which a third — 300,000 — were by Luther. No comparison with
the modern world stands up, but it would be the equivalent of one author
selling almost 300 million books in Britain (which prints some 800 million
a year), or 700 million in the US, every year, for seven years running.
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Excerpt from Columbus' 15-page Letterto the King of Spain

Becane my undertakings have tained succes, | know that it will e pleasing to
yous these | have determined (0 rlate, s that you may be made scquainied with
Sverything done and discovered in i our voyage. On he thiy-thirdday aftr |
departed from Cadiz 1 ame 1 the Indian sea. where | found many islands inabited
Iy men without mumber, ofal which |tk posessionforour most forunate King.
‘with prochiming hcalds and fing sandards, b one bjectin.
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